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What is Sustainable Schools Leicester?
Leicester City Council has a dedicated Sustainable 
Schools team based in the Energy & Sustainability team 
who provide free support to schools to help them 
become more sustainable in all that they do. 
As well as one-to-one support and environmentally 
linked projects, schools can engage through termly 
#EcoTeachMeets, staff training, resource planning & 
workshops, assemblies, Eco-Schools conferences & 
celebration events and can keep up to date through 
dedicated social media, monthly eBulletins and termly 
newsletters. The Eco-Schools programme provides 
exciting opportunities for students in curriculum time as 
well as outside the classroom. Learning outside the 
classroom (LOTC) has been identified as ΨƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ 
activities leading to memorable learning and positively 
contributing to pupil ǎŀŦŜǘȅΩ. LOTC provides positive 
benefits to all groups of young people and supports a 
rich, relevant, broad and balanced curriculum. 

Welcome to the April 2024 Leicester 
Sustainable Schools newsletter.

We hope you all had a well-deserved 
break over the Easter holidays!

We have lots of competitions, 
training sessions, virtual assemblies, 
and events planned for this term!

Take a look at our updated calendar 
for the 2023/24 school year for an 
overview of things happening.

This term also marks the opening of 
the Eco Schools Green Flag 
application window on 1 May 2024 
so have a look through to find out 
ways we can support you with this. 

As always, get in touch if you need any 
support - Marc, Jasmine, and Laura.

How to find out more

Sustainable Schools Team
City Hall, 115 Charles Street, Leicester LE1 1FZ

     SustainableSchools@leicester.gov.uk
 schools.leicester.gov.uk/eco-schools
 EcoSchoolsLCC
 EcoSchoolsLCC
 EnvEducationLeicester

     0116 454 6746

Finished reading? Pass on to a colleague

mailto:SustainableSchools@leicester.gov.uk
https://schools.leicester.gov.uk/eco-schools
http://www.twitter.com/ecoschoolsLCC
http://www.instagram.com/ecoschoolslcc
http://www.facebook.com/enveducationleicester


Dates for your diary ς 
Eco events this year

We now have an annual calendar with all the date for the academic year on. 
We still have some exciting events planned that you can take part in this term!

Event Details Date Month

Carbon Literacy training Thursday 18 April

Teach Earth Teacher Training Programmer ς online 
webinar 

Wednesday 17 April 

Earth Day virtual assembly Monday 22 April

Eco-Schools Training Session 3 Monday 29 April

Walk to School Week Monday 20 May

Teach Earth Teacher Training Programme - in-person 
training at Queensmead Primary School

Tuesday 21 May

World Environment Day Wednesday 5 June

Great Big Green Week 8-16 June

Wildlife Friendly Schools Celebration Saturday 8 June

Clean Air Day Thursday 20 June

Eco-Schools Celebration Thursday 27 June

Grown Your Own Grub Celebration Saturday 6 July

Å Leicester - staff training/information
Å Leicester - student activities/events
Å National events 

Newsletter
Our newsletters are published 4 times per year. If you would 
like to submit an article for the next newsletter, the deadline is 
Friday 28 June 2024. We ask for around 200 words, at least 1 
photo, and contact details e.g. name and email address to: 
SustainableSchools@leicester.gov.uk

https://schools.leicester.gov.uk/services/environment-health-and-well-being/sustainable-schools/calendar-of-events/
mailto:SustainableSchools@leicester.gov.uk


Staff updates

Molly has recently accepted a new role as Project Officer at The 
Rivers Trust. We are sorry to see her leave, but her new role is an 
exciting opportunity. We would like to thank her for hard work 
over the last two years!

A reintroduction to the team!

Roles and responsibilities:
Marc ς Sustainable Schools Manager
Å Finance and grant applications
Å SuDS management
Å Sustainable Schools Celebration
Å BESS Energy and Energy Sparks
Å Eco-teach meets
Å Eco-Schools Roadshow
Laura ς Education Officer (Eco-Schools)
Å Eco-Schools Green Flag Support
Å Tiny Forest support
Å Carbon literacy training
Å Plastic Clever Schools
Å Eco-Schools training
Å BESS Energy Education sessions
Jas ς Project Officer
Å Litter Project
ÅGrow Your Own Grub
Å Newsletter/E-bulletin
Å Roots and Shoots
Å Environment, Health and Wellbeing 

group coordination
Å Rethink food tower
Å Social media
Å Carbon reports
ÅWWF project delivery

If you need to speak to someone about a specific project or topic, see below for a summary 
of roles and responsibilities, for the best contact. However, if you are used to dealing with 
one of us, feel free to contact them, and we would be happy to assist!



Carbon Literacy Training for School Staff 
and Governors

In February 2019, Leicester City Council declared a climate emergency. We are working to develop a 
climate emergency programme of action to reduce carbon with the aim of the city becoming zero 

carbon. 
In order to raise awareness of the climate emergency, we are using the Carbon Literacy Project as a way 
of accrediting school staff in becoming Carbon Literate.By 2025, the DfE have said that each school will 

have a sustainability lead who will have taken part in Carbon Literacy Training. By joining us, you will 
help put your school ahead of the rest!

In Person:
Date: 18 April 2024
Time: 9:00 ς 4:00

Location: Thursday 18 April ς Gateway College
Sign up using the eForm.

Who would benefit from this project: All school staff, including premises officers, and governors with an 
interest in becoming carbon literate, especially those involved in teaching about climate change and the 

climate emergency. 

Why participate?
Å Gain a better understanding of how climate change will  affect you and 

those around you
Å Become an accredited Carbon Literate individual
Å Acquire knowledge and skills to develop your own responses to lowering your 

carbon footprint, and the carbon footprint of others

Your commitments
Å Create at least one significant action, as an individual, to reduce yourown 

personal carbon footprint
Å Create at least one significant action involving other people to reduce the 

collective footprint ofyourworkplace, community or place of education
Å Encourage your school to participate in Carbon Literacy

Å The cost of the training course is £30 for school staff/governors or £50 for non-school staff 

and staff outside of Leicester City. This includes the individual and course accreditation fees 

from the Carbon Literacy Project.

To book your place please complete the eForm. For more information, contact Laura.Barke@leicester.gov.uk 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=cdYz4ZCnbUan9UtTXt75T1Y7T5SZsnxMtkRjgmoIBOhUQ1RROUVOSkRPN1paV1RVU0YyT0kxTDg0Ui4u&wdLOR=c05A3E07F-B9E4-4C77-AD75-D64ADF815F0E
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=cdYz4ZCnbUan9UtTXt75T1Y7T5SZsnxMtkRjgmoIBOhUQ1RROUVOSkRPN1paV1RVU0YyT0kxTDg0Ui4u
mailto:Laura.Barke@leicester.gov.uk


 Eco-Schools Training ς Green Flag Application
Going for Merit or Distinction, networking with staff, planning for next year.

FREE Training course:
Monday 29 April, 1.00-3.00 pm

 Venue: The City of Leicester College, LE5 6LN
Sign up using the eForm.

This training is open to both attendees of earlier training sessions and
those who did not attend.

 This training will:
ÅOffer guidance and advice for how to apply or renew your Green 

Flag Award using the Eco-Schools portal.
ÅOne consistent piece of feedback from school staff is that you need 

time to complete the application. In response to this we will 
dedicate a significant chunk of the training to giving you time to 
start or complete the application with support from the 
Sustainable Schools Team

ÅDiscussion on how to move forward next year, plan for more 
environmental action, and gain an Eco-Schools Green Flag with 
Merit or Distinction.

  
In Leicester there are currently 56 schools with the prestigious Green 
Flag Award putting us at number one in England! This training, 
delivered by Leicester City Council, will provide top tips for gaining or 
renewing your Eco Schools Green Flag Award and gaining a Merit or 
Distinction. Help and time will be given to begin or complete the 
application process. There will also be chance to team up with 
colleagues, in preparation for next academic year.

Who would benefit from this course?
Eco-leads and all school staff who are wanting to apply or renew their
Eco Schools Green Flag Award this academic year (in the May July 2024
window).

For more information please contact:
Laura at Laura.Barke@leicester.gov.uk 
 

Sustainable Schools Team
 SustainableSchools@leicester.gov.uk
 schools.leicester.gov.uk/eco-schools
 EcoSchoolsLCC
 EcoSchoolsLCC
 EnvEducationLeicester

     0116 454 2271

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=cdYz4ZCnbUan9UtTXt75T1Y7T5SZsnxMtkRjgmoIBOhUQlZXMzVRVE03Q0VYVzFQNDFXOFVNOEhMUy4u
mailto:Laura.Barke@leicester.gov.uk
mailto:SustainableSchools@leicester.gov.uk
https://schools.leicester.gov.uk/eco-schools
http://www.twitter.com/ecoschoolsLCC
http://www.instagram.com/ecoschoolslcc
http://www.facebook.com/enveducationleicester


Eco-Schools
Celebration 2024

Thursday 27 June 2024 ω /ƛǘȅ IŀƭƭΣ [ŜƛŎŜǎǘŜǊ

Celebrate the work that your school has completed this year by attending the now 
annual Eco-Schools. Bring along up to 6 students to display your Eco-Schools 

project and celebrate your Eco-Schools Green Flag.

Schools can display 2 Eco-Schools topics. As a 
reminder, the Eco-Schools topics are:

ÅBiodiversity
ÅEnergy
ÅLitter
ÅWaste
ÅTransport

ÅWater
ÅSchool Grounds
ÅHealthy Living
ÅGlobal Citizenship
ÅMarine 

All schools will also be entered into the:
ÅWǳŘƎŜΩǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ
ÅEco-factor Award (voted by students)

The event will run from 9.30am ς 2.15pm.
Students will need to bring a plastic clever packed lunch

Approximate timing of the day
09.30-10.00 Students/staff set up stalls
10.00-12.00 Judges visit stalls and speak to students
12.00-13.00 Lunch and activities 
13.00-14.00 Presentations 
14.00-14.15 Stalls dismantled and students/staff 

leave

Schools will be asked to provide brief information 
about their display before the day.

Book your place now via our eForm

For more information contact:
Sustainable Schools Team
SustainableSchools@leicester.gov.uk  
0116 454 6746

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=cdYz4ZCnbUan9UtTXt75Ty2vj0MAeTlLoojvb04TQl5URUhXM1NOTEZFNUFJSEpEVVdRQVBHMUJGMS4u
mailto:SustainableSchools@leicester.gov.uk


[ŜƛŎŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 
Friendly Schools 

Project

Save the date!
This event is free and open to 

everyone!

Come along and celebrate 
our work on improving 
[ŜƛŎŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ aƻǊŜ 

information and timings to 
follow!

Saturday 8 June 2024
Highfields Adventure 

Playground, Spinney Hill 
Park, LE5 5GQ

For more information about the celebration event, or if you 
are interested in having a stall, please contact 

Laura.Barke@leicester.gov.uk 


