
 
 
Welcome to the February Sustainable Leicester Schools’ eBulletin. As we hurtle through towards half-term we have 
lots of new and exciting information for you, including the brand new Pumpkin Garden Competition along with the 
popular Grow Your Own Grub ‘Mealbarrow’ Competition (see details below). Lots of schools are preparing to apply 
or renew their Green Flag Award, so do please let us know if you require any assistance.  
 
Dates for your diary: 
 

• EcoTeachMeet at New College, Leicester – 11 February 2020, 4-5.30pm 

• Climate Emergency Consultation – deadline for comment 9 February 2020 

• Fairtrade Fortnight 2020 Monday 24 February – Sunday 8 March 2020  

• Carbon Literacy Training for school staff – Friday 28 February 2020 – City Hall, Leicester, all day 

• Air Quality Training Day- at Sandfield Primary School - Tuesday 10 March 

• Eco-Schools and Food for Life Celebration 2020 –29 June 2020, - City Hall, Leicester, all day 
 

As always, if you need any help or support email or contact us, Lee and Amy 
 

• Lee.Jowett@leicester.gov.uk 

• Amy.Peace@leicester.gov.uk  
 

  

 
Young People’s Climate Assembly  
 
Over 130 young people from Leicester 
gathered at City Hall on Monday 27 
January 2020 to have their say on how 
the city responds to the climate 
emergency. 
 
The Young People’s Climate Assembly 
brought together children from 15 
schools across the city to hear from 
expert speakers and feedback their 
own ideas on how Leicester needs to 
change to become carbon neutral. The 
event was very successful, further 
details in the next newsletter. 
 

 

 
 

https://bit.ly/2lLFeIQ
https://consultations.leicester.gov.uk/sec/climate-emergency/
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get%20involved/Current-campaigns/Fairtrade-Fortnight
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/carbon-literacy-training-school-staff-registration-85229703337
https://schools.leicester.gov.uk/media/5795/january-2020.pdf
https://schools.leicester.gov.uk/media/5793/flyer-for-eco-schools-and-food-for-life-celebration-2020.pdf
mailto:Lee.Jowett@leicester.gov.uk
mailto:Amy.Peace@leicester.gov.uk
https://news.leicester.gov.uk/news-articles/2020/january/young-people-have-their-say-on-leicester-s-climate-emergency-plan/
file://///VS-DATA6/DATA6/Shared/Sustainability-Energy&Env/Schools/Admin/eBulletins/2020/February%202020/schools.leicester.gov.uk/eco-schools
https://news.leicester.gov.uk/news-articles/2020/january/young-people-have-their-say-on-leicester-s-climate-emergency-plan/


 
 January Sustainable Schools 

Newsletter  

The latest newsletter can be 

downloaded from the schools’ 

extranet. It contains information about 

all the upcoming events as well as: 

• Eco-Schools roadshow success 

• Salix Finance information 

• National Eco-Schools Winners 

from Leicester 

• Permaculture training 

• The Big Spring Clean 2020 

• Carbon Literacy training for 

students  

• School Cartoon competition  

 

  

 
Eco-Schools and Food for Life 
Celebration 2020 
 
This year our Eco-Schools and Food for 
Life celebration returns to City Hall and 
will be even bigger and better! We 
have taken over the main hall and 
conference room downstairs which 
means we can have up to 40 schools 
attend this year. We want 2020 to be 
the biggest and best to date!  
 
Sign up now via email to 
Amy.Peace@leicester.gov.uk to 
conform your place. 
 
Further details will be sent out in April 
regarding logistics, dietary 
requirements etc.  

 

  
 

 
Carbon Literacy Training for school 
staff  
 
In February 2019, Leicester City Council 
declared a climate emergency.  
 
In order to raise awareness through the 
community of Leicester we are using 
the Carbon Literacy Project as a way of 
accrediting school staff and students to 
become carbon literate.   
 
This one day course will enable 
participants to be carbon Literate and 
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support them deliver their own course 
back in school 
 
Training takes place on Friday 28 
February 2020 and is provided free of 
charge. Book your place now via 
EventBrite. 

 
 

 
Grow Your Own Grub ‘Mealbarrow’ 
and Pumpkin Garden Competitions  

Following the success of last year’s 
competition, the format of the Grow 
Your Own Grub ‘Mealbarrow’ 
competition will remain the same. 

• Students need to design a 3-
course menu (you don’t need 
to cook the menu) 

• Grow at least 5 ingredients in 
the Mealbarrow (the crops 
don’t need to be ready to 
harvest when judged) 

• Present the Mealbarrow at our 
showcase event which this 
year is at Abbey Pumping 
Station  

There is a training twilight session 
on Thursday 12 March 2020 4.00-
5.30pm. 

Our brand-new Pumpkin Garden 
competition will encourage students to 
grow pumpkins in the school 
grounds.  There will be bonus points for 
how you use the squash and pumpkins 
as well as how you deal with the waste 
e.g. by composting. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/carbon-literacy-training-school-staff-registration-85229703337
https://schools.leicester.gov.uk/services/environment-health-and-well-being/environmental-education/competitions/
https://schools.leicester.gov.uk/services/environment-health-and-well-being/environmental-education/competitions/
https://schools.leicester.gov.uk/media/6017/grow-your-own-grub-2019-20.pdf
https://schools.leicester.gov.uk/media/6017/grow-your-own-grub-2019-20.pdf
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For further information check out the 
flyers and information sheet in the 
attachments at the bottom of the page. 

The deadline to enter both 
competitions is Friday 28 February 
2020.  

To participate please follow the links 
below: 

• Grow Your Own Grub entry 
• Pumpkin Garden competition 

entry 
 

 

 
#EcoTeachMeet at New College 
 
The next #EcoTeachMeet will take 
place Tuesday 11 February 2020, 
4.00pm-5.30pm at New College 
Leicester, Glenfield Road, Leicester 
LE3 6DN The TeachMeet will present 
lots of different projects in the city 
including  Air quality, sustainable 
transport, global learning, energy 
saving, recycling and projects being 
delivered by Leicester Schools – book a 
5 or 8 minute slot to present Book via 
bit.ly/2lLFeIQ 
 
If you would like to present something 
you have done in school that would be 
great - otherwise just come along to 
learn something new! 
 
All school staff and like-minded 
organisations are welcome to come 
along! Book your place now. 
 

 

 
 

 
Air quality training education training 

Tuesday 11 March 2020, Sandfield 
Close Primary School, 1pm - 3.30pm 

This one day course will give delegates 
the skills and knowledge to deliver 
exciting and relevant science lessons 
around the brand new innovative Air 
Quality Education offer from Leicester 
City Council. This course is suitable for 
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primary and secondary teachers 
(resources aimed at KS2 and KS3 
students, but suitable for all year 
groups). 

To book your place email Amy or 
call 0116 454 4543 

 
 

 
A new STEM challenge from Practical 
Action 
 
Regreen the desert challenges pupils 
aged 7-14 to provide a solution for a 
community in Sudan suffering from 
drought as a result of climate change. 
Pupils explore how water pressure 
works then design and build a simple 
irrigation system. The challenge 
supports  the UK science curriculum 
and is accredited for a Discovery  CREST 
Awards so perfect for STEM/science 
clubs and could be used as a project for 
the Big Bang Fair competition, British 
Science week and the Great Science 
Share for Schools. 

To download the free teaching 
materials go to 
practicalaction.org/schools/regreen-
the-desert’’ 

 ‘The challenge was written to support 
Practical Action’s DFID Aid match 
campaign Turn the tables on climate 
change. To find out more about the 
campaign go to 
practicalaction.org/turn-the-tables. 
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Food and Farming Day 
Friday 3 July, East of England 
Showground 
 
The Kids Country Food & Farming Day 
aims to teach children where food 
comes from and the importance of 
agriculture and the countryside, 
through interactive learning 
experiences. 

 
• Huge range of activities 

designed to ensure a fun and 
interactive learning experience  

• Hands-on demonstrations and 
talks from leading industry 
suppliers and experts in the 
field  

• Children can engage with 
livestock, learn new skills and 
understand the farm to fork 
adventure  

• Exciting competitions to enter  

• Event incorporates key 
elements of the national 
curriculum for Key Stages 1 
and 2  

• Associated project work is 
available for classroom 
preparation and follow up  

 
Book now to avoid disappointment! 

 

 

 

Become a Community Food Volunteer 
 
An invitation to come and learn about 
volunteering opportunities with The 
Conservation Volunteers on a variety 
of urban food-growing sites  

This workshop is a brief introduction to 
volunteering opportunities across a 
wide range of city-based food projects, 
including community gardens and 
schools.  

The session will also talk about the free 
training available through The 
Conservation Volunteers for people 
wishing to take first steps in a career in 
conservation or outdoor urban 
projects.   

The session will be followed by an 
optional tour of Graceworks 

 

 

https://www.kids-country.co.uk/ffd/
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Community Garden and light 
refreshments. 

 

Fairtrade Fortnight 2020 – 24 February 
– 8 March 

Fairtrade Fortnight is in just 3 weeks! 

To get your class excited about what's 
to come Fairtrade have produced a 
trailer for the brand new schools film 
'Guardians of the Rainforest!' This film 
tells the inspiring story of the cocoa 
farmers who have come together to 
protect the Gola Rainforest in Sierra 
Leone.  

Your resources, including 'Guardians of 
the Rainforest' will be available to 
download at the end of January. In the 
meantime, download your Schools 
Action Guide for ideas on how you can 
get involved in Fairtrade Fortnight 
2020.   

Take a look at the Twitter feed 
(@FairtradeUKEd) to feel the 
excitement building in schools across 
the country - why not join in and let us 
know what you are doing too! 
 

 

 
 

 

 
What is your plastic footprint? 
 
Water bottles, coffee cups, takeaway 
food wrappers - it's easy to lose track 
of the plastic we use in our day-to-day 
lives. 

Earthwatch's new plastic footprint 
calculator shows you exactly how much 
plastic you use when you're on the go, 
and gives you advice on how you can 
use less. 

The plastics calculator focuses on the 
most common pollutants in rivers, 
because rivers are the source of up to 
80% of ocean plastic.  

With Earthwatch’s practical 
recommendations you can make 
alternative choices and have a more 
positive environmental impact. 
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Once you've started to make changes, 
you can check your footprint again to 
see what a difference you've made. 

Make sure to share your results with 
your friends and family to compare 
scores! 

 
Everything Curriculum – Environment 
Edition  
 
Especially for primary school teachers, 
the latest edition of our Everything 
Curriculum magazine is out now. 
Produced by YPO - it’s free and full of 
great advice, tips and insight.  
 
This edition is themed around the 
environment, take a look now. 
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