
 

 
 
Welcome to the March Sustainable Leicester Schools’ eBulletin. As Easter is on the way we have lots of new and 
exciting information for you. Lots of schools are preparing to apply or renew their Green Flag Award, so do please 
let us know if you require any assistance.  
 
Dates for your diary: 
 

• Fairtrade Fortnight 2020 Monday 24 February – Sunday 8 March 2020  

• Air Quality Training Day- at Sandfield Primary School - Tuesday 10 March 

• Eco-Schools and Food for Life Celebration 2020 –29 June 2020, - City Hall, Leicester, all day 
 

As always, if you need any help or support email or contact us, Lee and Amy 
 

• Lee.Jowett@leicester.gov.uk 

• Amy.Peace@leicester.gov.uk  
 

  

 

Eco-Schools and Food for Life 

Celebration 2020 

 

This year our Eco-Schools and Food for 

Life celebration returns to City Hall 

and will be even bigger and better! 

We have taken over the main hall and 

conference room downstairs which 

means we can have up to 40 schools 

attend this year. We want 2020 to be 

the biggest and best to date!  

 

Sign up now via email to 

Amy.Peace@leicester.gov.uk to 

conform your place. 

 

Further details will be sent out in April 

regarding logistics, dietary 

requirements etc.  
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Carbon Literacy training for school 

students  

 

We are working to develop a climate 

emergency programme of actions to 

reduce carbon with aim of the city 

becoming zero carbon. 

We are using the Carbon Literacy 

principles as a way to raise awareness 

of carbon and how individuals and 

group actions can reduce carbon 

footprints. 

The project is primarily aimed at Y5 in 

Junior & Primary Schools and Y8 in 

Secondary Schools; however, other 

year groups can be considered e.g. Y6 

post SATS 

Training will take place during a 

normal school day and the whole class 

can participate at once and will be 

delivered by the Environmental 

Education Team along with accredited 

school staff and students from De 

Montfort University and the 

University of Leicester. 

All we ask is that you provide a 

classroom and access to ICT. The 

sessions need to take place between 

late March and July 2020. 

To register your interest email: 

Amy.Peace@leicester.gov.uk 

 

 

 

Air quality training education training 

Tuesday 11 March 2020, Sandfield 

Close Primary School, 1pm - 3.30pm 

This one day course will give delegates 

the skills and knowledge to deliver 

exciting and relevant science lessons 

around the brand new innovative Air 

Quality Education offer from Leicester 

City Council. This course is suitable for 

primary and secondary teachers 

 

https://carbonliteracy.com/
mailto:Amy.Peace@leicester.gov.uk
https://schools.leicester.gov.uk/services/environment-health-and-well-being/environmental-education/upcoming-events-training/
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(resources aimed at KS2 and KS3 

students, but suitable for all year 

groups). 

To book your place email Amy or 

call 0116 454 4543 

 
 

 

The Sustrans Annual Big Pedal 

Competition  

Taking place on the 22nd April – 5th 

May and registration is now open! 

Sustrans Big Pedal is the UK’s largest 

inter-school cycling, walking and 

scooting challenge that inspires 

pupils, staff and parents to choose 

‘human power’ for their journey to 

school. On each day of the challenge 

schools compete to see who can 

record the greatest number of pupils, 

staff and parents cycling, walking, 

scooting or using a wheelchair to 

school with a chance to win amazing 

prizes in a daily prize draw. 

Every year schools taking part in the 

big pedal see a change in the 

atmosphere in and around their 

grounds with happier and healthier 

pupils, less vehicles and a reduction in 

harmful greenhouse gases. 

To encourage schools in Leicester to 

get involved, any school who signs up 

for the competition before the 13th 

March will be entered into a draw to 

win one of 3 prizes collectively worth 
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£300, this is in addition to prizes that 

can be won in the daily prize draw. 

Sign you school up today here 

 

Earth Hour 2020 

On March 28, at 8:30 pm your local 

time, millions of people around the 

world will come together to raise 

their voice for nature, putting the 

spotlight on two critical (and related) 

threats to our planet - nature loss 

and climate change. 

Participate on March 28 or why not 

recreate your own Earth Hour in 

school  

 

 

Grow Wild Grants 

 

Grow Wild are looking for creative 

people aged 14-25 who are buzzing 

with project ideas to help the 

environment. Is this you? Do you 

know someone? 

They have £500 grants and support for 

creative projects anywhere in the UK 

where people study, work and relax. 

People aged 18-25 from London can 

also apply to join our unique 

exhibition. 

Applicants get to try something new 

and take friends along on the journey. 

As well as add to their CV and develop 

communication skills and confidence. 

Spoiler alert: every project needs a 

Supporting Organisation to receive 

the funding. 

Apply by 30th March 2020 

 
 

 

 

Calling all schools - It's time to Trash 

Mob! 

 

 

https://bigpedal.org.uk/register
https://www.earthhour.org/
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Plastic Free Schools - Big Spring Beach 

Clean: Summit to Sea 2020, is from 

18-26 April. Your school can take part 

by holding a Trash Mob on your school 

grounds or out in the local 

community. We're expecting over 

50,000 volunteers to get involved in 

over 600 cleans all over the UK!  

To get involved, email Laura on 

beachcleans@sas.org.uk to let her 

know you're holding a clean at your 

school and if you need any more 

equipment we will send it out to you. 

If you want to hold a clean outside of 

your school grounds, you will need to 

sign-up below and complete a couple 

of forms. 

 

Sign up here! 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Vets Club Competition 

There is still plenty of time to enter 

the Young Vets Club exciting schools 

competition and give your pupils the 

chance to win one of the free Young 

Vet Club memberships or even win 

the main prize of having their art work 

professionally published in the next 

magazine. 

 

The closing date of Friday 27th 

March is fast approaching, so why not 

get started and get your entries in 

before the end of term? 

 

You can include any children in your 

school who are in year groups 4 to 7! 

The project can be used to gain 

accreditation for your 

Eco Schools awards under the Global 

Citizenship topic as well as towards 

the Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots 

Awards. 

 

The competition is easy to run and you 

can do it as a class, as a club activity, a 

registration activity or for homework. 

Everything you need is in the resource 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sas.org.uk/plastic-free-schools/
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pack so download it today and get 

started! 

 

 

Learning through Landscapes Grants 

Good news! The Local Schools Nature 

Grants for schools in the UK are to 

continue through 2020.  

They have £550,000 of funding raised by 

the players of the People’s Postcode 

Lottery, with funds being awarded from 

Postcode Local Trust.    

As well as receiving up to £500 worth of 

outdoor resources of their choosing, 

school staff will also receive a two-hour 

training session on outdoor learning and 

play.  

Applications open from Wednesday 

25th March 2020.  

Visit the website for free lesson 

resources, advice, training and more. 

 

 

 

 

 

A new STEM challenge from Practical 

Action 

 

Regreen the desert challenges pupils 

aged 7-14 to provide a solution for a 

community in Sudan suffering from 

drought as a result of climate change. 

Pupils explore how water pressure 

works then design and build a simple 

irrigation system. The challenge 

supports  the UK science curriculum 

and is accredited for a 

Discovery  CREST Awards so perfect 

for STEM/science clubs and could be 

used as a project for the Big Bang Fair 

competition, British Science week and 

the Great Science Share for Schools. 

To download the free teaching 

materials go to 

practicalaction.org/schools/regreen-

the-desert’’ 
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 ‘The challenge was written to support 

Practical Action’s DFID Aid match 

campaign Turn the tables on climate 

change. To find out more about the 

campaign go to 

practicalaction.org/turn-the-tables. 

 
 

Soft Touch Café  

Fancy some lunch and supporting 

young people? 

Visit  Soft Touch Café on New Walk 

where young people make all the food 

from scratch and all proceeds go back 

into the project. They are open 

Wednesday and Thursday 11.00 – 

14.30. 

Your support would make a massive 

difference to young people’s 

experience!  

Join our Facebook page 

@softtouchcafe  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Food and Farming Day 

Friday 3 July, East of England 

Showground 

 

The Kids Country Food & Farming Day 

aims to teach children where food 

comes from and the importance of 

agriculture and the countryside, 

through interactive learning 

experiences. 

 

• Huge range of activities 

designed to ensure a fun and 

interactive learning 

experience  

• Hands-on demonstrations 

and talks from leading 

industry suppliers and experts 

in the field  
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• Children can engage with 

livestock, learn new skills and 

understand the farm to fork 

adventure  

• Exciting competitions to enter  

• Event incorporates key 

elements of the national 

curriculum for Key Stages 1 

and 2  

• Associated project work is 

available for classroom 

preparation and follow up  

 

Book now to avoid disappointment! 

 

 

What is your plastic footprint? 

 

Water bottles, coffee cups, takeaway 

food wrappers - it's easy to lose track 

of the plastic we use in our day-to-day 

lives. 

Earthwatch's new plastic footprint 

calculator shows you exactly how 

much plastic you use when you're on 

the go, and gives you advice on how 

you can use less. The plastics 

calculator focuses on the most 

common pollutants in rivers, because 

rivers are the source of up to 80% of 

ocean plastic. With Earthwatch’s 

practical recommendations you can 

make alternative choices and have a 

more positive environmental impact. 

Once you've started to make changes, 

you can check your footprint again to 

see what a difference you've made. 

Make sure to share your results with 

your friends and family to compare 

scores! 

 

 

 

Everything Curriculum – Environment 

Edition  

 

Especially for primary school teachers, 

the latest edition of our Everything 
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Curriculum magazine is out now. 

Produced by YPO - it’s free and full of 

great advice, tips and insight.  

 

This edition is themed around the 

environment, take a look now. 
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